Mater Christi sanctissima

Antiphon to the Virgin Mary

Edited by Humphrey Thompson
GB-Cp MS 30-1, 40-1 (Peterhouse Partbooks, Henrician Set; Primary)

Sources:

GB-Och Mus. 979-983 (Baldwin Partbooks)
GB-Ob MS. Mus. e. 1-5 (Sadler Partbooks)
GB-Ob MS. Tenbury 341-344
GB-Ckc Rowe 316 (Mean)
GB-0Ob MS. Mus. Sch. e. 423 (Contratenor)
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GB-0Ob MS. Tenbury 1464 (Bassus)

Ligature and coloration brackets have been omitted to aid readability.

John Taverner (c. 1495-1545)
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The large number of existing sources containing this clearly popular
piece by Taverner offer a window into the performance practice of
Tudor singers. The melodic divergences show how pieces were
tinkered with, not just when contrafacta were made, as in the Rowe
MS. The editor has elected to use all the sources, not just the
prominent complete partbook sets, and so has included such
figuration as the Contratenor 6-5 suspension on the last chord of
GB-0Ob MS. Mus. Sch. e. 423. For accidentals, however, the
Peterhouse Henrician Partbooks have ben preferred.

'This edition was prepared for Tom, Ben and Sansara in October
2017.




