The legend of Saint Ursula and 11,000 virgins slaughtered by Huns after a sea voyage in the
4th century has inspired musical commemoration, but Ursula's saint's day of October 21 was
removed from the General Roman Calendar in 1969 because "their Passio is entireless fabulous.”

Virginibus sécris fit vox praentntia mortis. To the holy virgins was given a prophecy of death.

Signatur téllus, gladius tortérque cruéntus. The country is confirmed, the sword, and the bloody torturer.
Péctora virginea non frdgunt tdlia dicta. The maidenly breasts are not discouraged by such predictions.
Milibus undénis pro Christi némine passis, Since eleven thousand suffered for Christ's name,

virginibus sédcris solvdmus munia laudis. to the holy virgins let us fulfill the obligation of praise.
dccurrit spénsus réddens sponsdlia laétus. The joyful bridegroom hastens to the betrothal feast.
Solvamus minia laudis. Let us fulfill the obligation of praise.

Virginibus sacris

Johannes Lupi
Franco-Flemish; c.1506—-1539
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Source: Johannis Lupi: Opera omnia, ed. Bonnie J. Blackburn, CMM 84, 11, 1986. Notation here
is a minor third higher than the original, with time valued halved. Text underlay and
editorial accidentals by John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers. 14 May 2020
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