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Praetorius, H. Herr Gott,

Pueri
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40 Hei-lig ist un-ser Gott, Hei-lig ist un-ser Gott, Hei-lig ist un-ser Gott, der Her-re Ze- ba-oth.
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Praetorius, H. Herr Gott, wir dancken a 16
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rihmt dich auf Er-den

Praetorius, H. Herr Gott, wir dancken a 16

Die ganze werte Christen - heit
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Dedication of the church of St. Gertrude in Hamburg. A dedication sermon given in the renovated
and refurnished St. Gertrude’s Chapel by Lucas van Collen, Pastor of the same church. A.D.1607,
year of the world 5569, 16 April. Printed by the heirs of Philipp
von Ohr.

... Secondly, I want to recall, for the sake of those not present, how this dedication was conducted
with singing and preaching, so that anyone could know, even if not present, what kind of ceremonies
were used and in what a Christian manner this dedication took place, not in a popish way, with crosses,
banners, incense, holy oils and the like, but with hymns, [musical] instruments, sermons and
prayers, after the manner of Solomon, as in the following shall be recounted.

At at 6:30 in the morning the bells were rung for Mass. A little before 7 our school cantor began
to sing the Veni sancte Spiritus in chant. After that was sung the Introit In nomine Jesu in eight parts
by Bandovius [Bonhomius?]. Next followed the Missa super Deus misereatur nostri, also in eight parts,
by the excellent composer Orlando [di Lasso]. Instead of the Sequence was sung Alleluia by Handl
[Jacobus Gallus], composed for twelve parts, but in three choirs. The first choir was sung by the boys
and musicians in the chancel, the second [was played] by cornetts and sackbuts, the third by the organ.
Both these choirs were placed on special platforms, in the corners of the octagonal Chapel, because of
the way it was built, so arranged and erected for the people to stand on and to hear the sermon
[Kortkamp: on the newly-built rood screen]. This took place before the sermon.

After the sermon O Gott wir dancken deiner Giite was begun from the Pulpit. After a short prelude
played by the organist, by which the pitch was given, the whole congregation sang the chorale in unison.
The other parts were played polyphonically by the organs, cornetts, and sackbuts, and so it was performed.
Then the usual blessing was spoken from the pulpit. After that was sung Herr Gott dich loben wir which
Hieronymus Praetorius, our church organist, has composed for sixteen parts in four choirs.

The first choir was sung, the second was played by cornetts and sackbuts from a special platform,

the third by string instruments and regals from another place [Kortkamp: in the Mason’s Chapel],

[and] the fourth by the organ, but in such a way that the boys intoned the usual melody and the Sanctus
was repeated three times. Following that was also sung the Cantate [Domino] in eight parts, by the same
Hieronymus Praetorius, by the choir, organs, cornetts, and sackbuts all together. To conclude,

Sei Lob und Ehr mit hohem Preis was sung by the congregation, choir, organ, and instruments.

These are the ceremonies which, besides the sermon, were used for the dedication of the Chapel.

I must here add and declare that, although I have many times heard music, yet I have

not often heard it sound better than that which was heard then in the Chapel.

Hamburg, 7 January, 1609, Lucas van Collen; Pastor of St. Jacobi [St. James’s Church] in that city.
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Czus Chori P Herr Gott, dich loben wir a 16

Hieronymus Praetorius (1560 - 1629)
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Hieronymus Praetorius (1560 - 1629)

Herr Gott, dich loben wir a 16

Cantiones variae, 36-38, Hamburg 1618

BSB 4 Muspr. 64723
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