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Shanty: On the Dark Swirling Waters

Chorus, Instruments, Organ
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HYMN: Melita (Choirs and Congregation)
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READER: And God remembered Noah and everything that was with him in the Ark. And
God made a wind to pass over the face of the waters and the waters assuaged. The

fountains of the deep were sto
returned from off the earth an
seventeenth day, the Ark touched upon the mountai
on the first day thereof, were the tops of the moun

d decreased continually.
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SCENE: THE WATERS ASSUAGE

(enter Noah and Raven)
NOAH:
Go forth, White One, to and fro
Make the water off to flow.
RAVEN:
So starved am I, I'll gladly go,
To eat no birdseed, never mo’.
(enter Devil)
DEVIL:
Hello, Raven, why so slow?

You’d like some meat, I happen to know.

And I can tell you where to go:

Eat of the dead left by the flow.

Eyes dead open, flesh like snow,

Tender brains that cannot know.

Take your pick, it will not show.

(exit Devil; enter Angel)
ANGEL:

Raven, thou hast fallen low.

Hence be known as carrion crow.
(Angel wraps Raven in a black cloak. Exeunt)
NOAH:

[ fear the fair one may have drowned --
I see water all around.

Pigeon, search out solid ground.
(Pigeon enters and circles about)

PIGEON:

Alas, Noah, no dry land is found.

(Gryphon appears at a window)
GRYPHON:

I'm tired of waiting, sick with the bile.

I'll get away by stealth or guile.

Perhaps fly away, then swim a while --

Both I can do for many a mile --

To find a mountain or dry pile,

Away from this most awful trial.
(Gryphon leaps off Ark, flounders)

Help! Save me from a fate most vile!
(Gryphon drowns and is removed by Raven)

NOAH:
Go again, Pigeon, look for some token
That the flood has abated
and the waters are broken.
(Pigeon exits and returns with a branch of olive)
PIGEON:
Lo, here is an olive branch broken.
God’s peace is thus spoken.
NOAH:

Now doth God above

Send us a sign of love.

Pigeon is not enough --
Henceforth be known as Dove.
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HYMN: St. Elizabeth

(Choirs and Congregation)
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READER: And Noah removed the covering of the Ark and looked, and behold the face of the
ground was dry. And God spake unto Noah, saying: Go forth of the Ark, thou and thy wife,
and thy sons and thy sons’ wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is
with thee, of fowl and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,
that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful and multiply in the earth.
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