Funeral Thoughts

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

Matthew 5 verse 4

Thou art gone to the grave - but we will not deplore thee,
Though sorrows and darkness encompass the tomb;
The Saviour has pass'd thro' its portals before thee,
And the lamp of his love is thy guide thro' the gloom.

Thou are gone to the grave, but 'twere wrong to deplore thee,
When God was thy ransom, and guardian, and guide;

He gave thee, and took thee, and soon will restore thee,
Where death hath no sting, since the Saviour hath died.

-The Sacred Harp number 158
edited by B.F. White and E.J. King
(from the 1859 edition)
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Solo tenor, solo SAB, choir (SATB) and organ
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