
O thou the central orb /

O all true faithful hearts

ORLANDO GIBBONS

Original key: a minor 3rd lower. For notes, see pages 3 & 4
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Gibbons wrote O all true faithful hearts, "A thanks Giving for the Kings happie recoverie from a great dangerous

sicknes", in April 1619. When Sir Frederick A. Gore Ouseley published A Collection of the Sacred Compositions of

Orlando Gibbons in 1873, he asked Revd Henry Ramsden Bramley to supply liturgical texts for two items (this and

Great king of Gods) which were originally written in honour of James I. For O all true faithful hearts, Bramley adapted

his sonnet O thou the central orb, using the final couplet "Come, quickly come…" for the refrain. In Ouseley's edition,

O thou the central orb bears the subtitle An Advent Anthem.
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It has been questioned (usually in reference to Charles Wood's familiar setting of the same text) whether the words

"transfoming day" (bars 58–60) should actually read "transforming clay". Although it seems odd that Bramley should

choose to rhyme "day" with itself, it does seem more likely that it is correct: Ouseley's edition certainly says

"transforming day", and the intended meaning appears to be that the eternal day is also a day of transformation.

The organ part presented here is based on Ouseley's arrangement of "the original Quintett string Band accompaniment

in Gibbon's [sic] autograph by the Rev. Sir F.A.G. Ouseley, Bart.". The D-flats between bars 56 and 58, which do not

appear in some modern editions, are taken from Ouseley's edition.
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