Choeur de bergers
from Les francs-juges

The full score for Les francs-juges, H. 23 (composed 1825-26; revised 1829), an early opera which was com-
pleted but survives only fragmentally, is located in the New Berlioz Edition Vol. 4, Incomplete Operas. This
excerpt, a chorus of shepherds, is a bucolic, pastoral scene. Original performing forces include chorus (onstage with
offstage STB echo), strings (also with offstage string ensemble echo), flutes, oboes and horns, plus clarinets (from
offstage right), horns (from offstage left), and trumpets (offstage from on high). As shadows descend into the valley,
young shepherds gather to collect flowers, and the breeze seems to say: Dance! Love! Berlioz grew up in the foot-
hills of the Swiss Alps and often illustrated musically his remembrance of those idyllic, beguiling experiences.

Note: The composer’s designation of vocal lines is preserved. Altos and some tenors together may sing the divisi
Hautes-contre line which is in the tenor register; tenors and baritone-basses sing the lower two vocal staves, re-
spectively. Editorial indications are in brackets. Piano-vocal reduction prepared by Gregory Hayes. Edited by
Melinda O’Neal. Prepared for and dedicated to the Handel Choir of Baltimore, 2008.

Actell, Scene 1 Hector Berlioz
4 t lent
Andante poco lento (1803-1869)
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