Homo quidam

Thomas Tallis

Responsory at first Vespers
of the feast of Corpus Christi
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Editorial Notes

This edition has been prepared in consultation with the two extant sources: The Baldwin
Partbooks, of which only five survive, and the Drexel Partbooks, which survive as a complete
set, providing the only source for the Tenor part of this work. The most substantial difference
between these sources lies in the underlaying of text. Unless noted below, all the slurs found in
this edition are copied from the Baldwin Partbooks, as is the text. Substantial differences in the
text are listed below, as are differences of notation. Text printed in italics is not given explicitly
in either source. Note values have been maintained. All barlines are editorial. Original key
signatures have been maintained, but small accidentals are editorial (the key signature of the
Tenor is likely a copyist’s error). Ligatures are indicated by square brackets above the music.
Plainsong passages have been editorially added (from the use of Salisbury) in line with the
liturgical function of the work. Parts are named in accordance with the Drexel Partbooks.

b.2 Bassus Slur in Drexel, not Baldwin.

bb.13%-142>  Sextus Slur in Drexel, not Baldwin.

b.15 Sextus Baldwin does not repeat ‘coenae’.

b.14* Altus Drexel has a minim (subsequent slurs only in Baldwin).

b.15* Bassus Drexel has a C (clearly an error).

bb.15>-16>  Quintus Drexel has a breve.

bb.27*-28>  Altus Drexel repeats ‘parata sunt’ (slur only in Baldwin).

bb.28*-29'  Cantus Drexel has J. J and extra ‘omnia’ in text.

bb.31-33 Altus Flats only in Baldwin.

b.36° Quintus Drexel does not indicate repetition of text here.

bb.37-41 Bassus Omitted in Drexel.

b.38° Tenor Possibly D flat in Drexel, though unclear.

bb.41*-43>  Altus Drexel has text ‘omnia’.

b.42! Quintus Both sources have a C. Sarum chant has B flat equivalent.

bb.42°-43?>  Quintus Drexel has a breve.

bb.49-52 Altus Drexel has text ‘quia //:” at b.49, and no further text.

bb.50*-52 Bassus Drexel has extra ‘omnia’ texted.
Drexel Partbooks Baldwin Partbooks
(US-NYp Mus. Res. Drexel 4180-4185)  (GB-Och Mus. 979-983) Original clef
Cantus 74v Sexta pars £.5 G2
Altus 74r Superius £173 C2
Sextus 18r Discantus .179-180 C3
Quintus  51v Contratenor f,181 C3
Tenor 70r C4

Bassus 70r Bassus f.167 F4



