Lament on the death of Anne of Brittany, Queen of France

Quis dabit 6culis nostris
féontem lacrymarum?

Et plorabimus die ac nécte
céram Démino.

Britania, quid pldéras?
Misica sileat.

Francia, cur dedidcta lugtibri
véste maerdre consumeris?

Heu ndébis Démine, defécit Anna,
gdudium cordis néstri,

Convérsus est in ldctum chdrus ndéster;
cécidit cordéna capitis néstri.

Ergo ululdte pueri, plorate sacerdodtes,
ululate sénes, lugéte cantdres,

et plangite ndébiles, et dicite: Anna,
Requiéscat in pace.

Who will give our eyes

a fountain of tears?

And we shall weep day and night

in the presence of the Lord.

Brittany, what do you lament?

Let music be silent.

France, why, brought down in mourning,
will you rend your garments in grief?

Alas for us, O Lord, Anne is gone,
the joy of our hearts,

Our choir has turned to sadness;
the crown is cut from our heads.

Therefore howl, children; weep, priests,
howl, elders; mourn, singers,

and wail, nobles, and say: Anne,

Rest in peace.

Quis dabit oculis nostris

1¥Vbo will give

Costnzo Festa
(Italian; c.1488-1545)

our eyves a fountain of tears?
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Five years after Anne's death, Ludwig Senfl used this piece to make a lament for
Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor. He changed some words and made minor changes

to the music. Senfl's version appears in his 1937

Works as though he wrote it.

Source: Costanzo Festa: Opera Omnia, ed. Albert Seay, CMM 25.5, 1979. Notation here
is a tone higher than the original, with note values halved. Translation and text

underlay by John Hetland and the Renaissance Street Singers.
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be silent.

music
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Secunda pars

O lLord,

Alas for us,
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Our choir has turned
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Tertia pars

-
Ed

Therefore howl, children
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