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Philip James (1890–1975) was born in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
He  was  a  choirboy  in  a  number  of  churches  and  took  piano,  
violin and theory lessons as a child. As he grew older, he studied 
advanced  harmony,  counterpoint,  and  composition.  He  also  
studied organ in Paris. During World War I he was director of the 
American Expeditionary Forces Headquarters Band; after the war 
he conducted the Victor Herbert Opera Company. He co-founded 
and  was  the  first  conductor  of  the  New  Jersey  Symphony  
Orchestra and was conductor of the Bamberger Little Symphony. 
He  taught  at  New  York  University  and  was  head  of  the  music  
department  for  over  twenty  years.  His  students  included  Milton  
Babbitt and Bernard Herrmann.



Spring, the sweet spring, is the year’s pleasant king,
Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a ring,
Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing:
    Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The palm and may make country houses gay,
Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all day,
And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay:
    Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

Thomas Nashe (1567 – c. 1601)
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