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William Byrd (1543-1623)

Ave verum Corpus

Edition copyright © 2008 by Mark Emerson Donnelly (www.MarkEmersonDonnelly.com)

Hymn to the Blessed Sacrament

attrib. Pope Innocent VI (d. 1362)

Edition A002-00b

Original key. NOTE: Often sung a semi- or whole-tone lower than written.

Note values halved.

Ave verum Corpus, natum de María Vírgine:

vere passum, immolátum in cruce pro hómine:

cujus latus perforátum unda fluxit sánguine. 

Esto nobis prægustátum in mortis exámine.

O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu, Fili Maríæ,

miserére mei. Amen.

Hail true Body, born of the Virgin Mary:

truly suffering, sacrificed on the cross for man:

whose pierced side flowed with water [and] blood. 

Be to us a foretaste in death's agony.

O sweet, O loving, O Jesus, Son of Mary,

have mercy on me. Amen.
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